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SUBJECT: REQUEST TO PUBLISH PRESIDENTIAL LETTER ON PANAMA 
CANAL 

REF: BOGOTA 7605 

1. WHILE THERE IS NOTHING IN THE SUBSTANCE OF PRESIDENT 
FORD'S LETTER OF JUNE 17 WHICH WOULD CAUSE US TO OBJECT TO 
ITS RELEASE, WE BELIEVE PUBLICATION OF THE ORIGINAL 
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AND COSTA RICA, WHICH CONTAINS SENSITIVE INFORMATION ON 
THE STATUS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, COULD BE DETRIMENTAL TO 
THEM. TO AGREE TO RELEASE OF PRESIDENT FORD S LETTER 
WITHOUT ALSO ACCEDING TO THE SAME FOR THE LETTER WHICH 
STIMULATED IT WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE DIFFICULT. 

2. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE PRESIDENTS WOULD DESIRE TO 
RELEASE PUBLICLY BOTH LETTERS AND NOT JUST PRESIDENT FORD'S 
REPLY, REQUEST YOU RESPOND TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S NOTE 
QUOTED IN REFTEL WITH THE FOLLOWING OPERATIVE LANGUAGE 
INCLUDED: 

3. QUOTE. I REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT MY GOVERNMENT 
CANNOT CONSENT TO THE PUBLIC RELEASE OF THE EXCHANGE OF 
LETTERS BETWEEN THE CHIEF EXECUTIVES OF COLOMBIA, COSTA 
RICA AND VENEZUELA AND PRESIDENT FORD BECAUSE THE INCOMING 
LETTER OF MARCH 24. 1975 FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVES CONTAINS 
SENSITIVE INFORMATION ON THE STATUS OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS. I AM SURE THE GOVERNMENT OF COLOMBIA SHARES 
THE DESIRE OF MY GOVERNMENT NOT TO PREJUDICE THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS IN ANY WAY PARTICULARLY AT A TIME WHEN THEY 
ARE BEING ACTIVELY PURSUED. UNQUOTE. 

4. DEPARTMENT IS REPLYING TO NOTE FROM COLOMBIAN EMBASSY 
IN THE SAME VEIN. 

5. FOR CARACAS, PANAMA CITY, AND SAN JOSE: AMBASSADORS 
SHOULD ORALLY CONVEY TO FONMINS SUBSTANCE OF PARAGRAPH 
THREE ABOVE. INGERSOLL 
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